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SANTA RITA UNDERGROUND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

excerpt of
RULES
____________________________________________________

Proposed Amendments to Rules
(Set for Public Hearing on July 21, 2026)

Proposed additions reflected in underlined text, and proposed deletions reflected in strike out.

__________________________________________________________________


[bookmark: _Toc330827971]FOR CONVENIENCE OF REVIEW, ONLY THOSE RULES THAT ARE PROPOSED TO BE
AMENDED OR REPEALED OR THAT ARE HELPFUL AND PROVIDE CONTEXT TO
THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS OR REPEAL HAVE BEEN INCLUDED IN THIS
EXCERPT.


* * * *



PROPOSED AMENDMENT #1
[bookmark: _Hlk144119089]Objective: To implement statutory authority to impose export fees under Texas Water Code §§ 36.117(k), 36.122(e), (e-1), and (e-3), and 36.205 of the Texas Water Code. 

Proposed Rule: The following language is proposed to be added to new Rule 1F: 

RULE 1F EXPORT FEES 

(a) 	The District may impose an export fee or surcharge, established by Board resolution or motion, for export of groundwater out of the District using one of the following methods:

(1) 	a fee negotiated between the District and the exporter; or

(2) 	a rate not to exceed 20 (twenty) cents for each thousand gallons of water exported from the District.

(b) 	Payment of the export fee shall be made at a time negotiated under 1F(a)(1) or not later than the payment deadline established by the General Manager.

(c) 	Effective January 1, 2024, the maximum allowable rate the District may impose for an export fee under Rule 1F(a)(2) may increase each calendar year in accordance with Section 36.122(e-1) and (e-3) of the Texas Water Code, which requires District Board approval after a public hearing and public notice of the hearing in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act. The District may only use funds obtained from the rate increase under this subsection for costs related to assessing and addressing impacts associated with groundwater development as provided by Section 36.207(b) of the Texas Water Code Section, including:

(1) 	maintaining operability of wells significantly affected by groundwater development, including wells located outside the District;

(2) 	developing or distributing alternative water supplies; and

(3) 	conducting aquifer monitoring, data collection, and aquifer science.



PROPOSED AMENDMENT #2
Objective: To implement statutory authority for increased penalties from $10,000 per violation to $25,000 per violation and to provide considerations for penalty amount and when a penalty greater than the maximum penalty may be authorized, in accordance with Texas Water Code § 36.102(b).  

Proposed Rule: The following language is proposed to be added to Rule 27(c) and (d):

RULE 27 INVESTIGATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT 

* * *

(c) 	SHOW CAUSE HEARINGS

(1) Upon recommendation of the General Manager to the Board or upon the Board’s own motion, tThe General Manager or Board President may order any person that it believes has violated or is violating any provision of the District’s rules or District order to appear before the Board at a public meeting, held in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, and called for such purpose and to show cause of the reasons an enforcement action, including the assessment of civil penalties and initiation of a suit in a court of competent jurisdiction in Reagan County, should not be pursued against the person made the subject of the show cause hearing.  The Presiding Officer may employ the procedural rules in District Rules 20 and/or 21. 

* * *

(d) 	REMEDIES 

(1) 	The Board shall consider the appropriate remedies to pursue against an alleged violator during the show cause hearing, including assessment of a civil penalty, injunctive relief, or assessment of a civil penalty and injunctive relief. In assessing civil penalties, the Board may determine that each day that a violation continues shall be considered a separate violation. The civil penalty for a violation of any District rule is hereby set at the lower of $10,000.00 $25,000.00 per violation per day or a lesser amount determined after consideration, during the enforcement hearing, of the criteria in subsection (2) of this rule, unless a higher amount per violation per day is justified if it is determined that the person gained an economic benefit as a result of the violation that was greater than $25,000.00, and, if justified, in an amount determined to be necessary and appropriate to outweigh the economic benefit gained by the person as a result of the violation and discourage future violations. 

(2) In determining the amount of a civil penalty, the Board of Directors shall consider the following factors set forth in Section 36.102(b-1) and (f) of the Texas Water Code.: 

(i) compliance history;
(ii) efforts to correct the violation and whether the violator makes a good faith effort to cooperate with the District;
(iii) the penalty amount necessary to ensure future compliance and deter future noncompliance;
(iv) any enforcement costs related to the violation; and
(v) any other matters deemed necessary by the Board.






PROPOSED AMENDMENT #3

Objective: To require permitted wells to submit production reports. 

Proposed Rule: The following language is proposed to be added to Rule 1C(d).

RULE 1C STANDARD PERMIT PROVISIONS

* * *

(d) The permittee must keep records of the amount of groundwater produced and the purpose of the production and agrees to make those records available for District inspection, if requested by the District, on a regular basis, send such records to the District must report this production to the District on a weekly, monthly, or other basis as requested by the General Manager. Immediate written notice must be given to the District by the permittee in the event the well is either polluted or causing pollution of the aquifer. 

* * * 
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